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Back to school always signals the end of summer, even though the calendar says Fall 

is not official till September 20th. In the great Pacific Northwest Coast region, both 

September and October can be harvest months of tranquil beauty.

 
 

Lots happening in September, on delectable Salt Spring: Fall Fair, gallery 

openings, ArtSpring presentations, live music and patio dining pleasures continue, 

dine with an inspiring view at one of our amazing restaurants (Auntie 

Pesto’s, Seaside, Moby’s, Salt Spring Inn, Treehouse, Rock Salt, Hastings House). 

Farm gate stands, Tuesday Farmers Market, Saturday Market...enjoy the agricultural 

harvests. Check into the Visitors Centre (a Chamber initiative) to find out what else is 

happening in serene September. 

 

How about that real estate market? We all realize that 2022 is not the frenzy 

https://saltspringmarket.com/salt-spring-island-event/salt-spring-island-fall-fair/
https://artspring.ca/events/category/artspring-presents/list/
https://auntiepestos.com/menu/
https://auntiepestos.com/menu/
https://seasiderestaurantsaltspring.com/
https://mobyspub.ca/
https://saltspringinn.com/
https://www.treehousecafe.ca/
https://rocksaltrestaurant.com/
https://www.hastingshouse.com/


observed in 2021. 

 

That said, listing inventory on the Gulf Islands remains low. The desire to leave urban 

for the rural lifestyle remains strong. Most buyers continue to come from Vancouver 

and they plan to live on the Gulf Island of their choice. 

 

Salt Spring offers a year-round lifestyle: has a hospital, 3 elementary and a state of 

the art senior school, has 3 separate ferries (to Vancouver, to Victoria, to mid-

Vancouver Island), and regular sked year-round floatplane service to downtown 

Vancouver and to the airport. 

 

The form of governance on the unincorporated Gulf Islands is a provincial 

government body created in 1974...to “preserve & protect” the environmental 

beauties of the islands for the benefit of all B.C. residents. The Islands Trust resulting 

cap on growth means real estate will always be more expensive as there will always 

be a limited inventory. Add a frenzy market, as in 2021, on top of the Trust cap on 

growth, and you get the “over ask” scenario. 

 

The immediate aftermath of overheated markets is generally a flat/pause pattern. 

The Spring / early Summer Market saw this pause locally in buyer action. Inquiries 

continued and some viewings did take place, but often there was no resulting offer. 

Reflecting this “pause” in action, we saw some substantial price reductions from 

some companies. These aggressive reductions did not lead to sales activity. The 

pause was not about price. 

 



2022 may end by being 

characterized as a Fall Market, with sales taking place between mid-August and year 

end. 

 

It’s important to think about buying a property as a place for personal 

enjoyment...that you will live there...and not as a type of market investment. Houses 

are places to reside. If you buy what you like, and resale enters the picture, someone 

else will also appreciate your choice. Always buy from the heart and not the head. 

Markets go up and down and go flat...sales continue, always. Timing can be different 

(slow, fast, balanced), but outcomes continue. To enjoy one’s personal space is the 

key. 

 

So, entering September, we find continuing low inventory. Sales in all property types 

and price ranges do take place, but the rush to purchase has eased. Price reductions 

at the point of an offer are also taking place. One might call this a balanced market. 

Buyer interest in living in a rural environment continues. Working from home is still 

desired. The rush to buy anything/anywhere is over. Although interest rates are 

rising, and this does affect first time buyers, transactions continue.



 
 

More information on market conditions and projected trends? Call me. Seeking to 

sell or to buy a property on Salt Spring and the Gulf Islands? I look forward to 

bringing my knowledge, expertise, and experience to your benefit. 

 

Meantime, beautiful September’s harvest season is here...enjoy. 
 


