Spring, 2014

Spring invites..

Catch a ferry fo amather
Conalf Tskmd...exgpilore!

Sign ap for veggies from
ant Ll farrmm!

Treat yourself to a Spring
menn af @ focal restanrant

Time to declutter, weed the
ardden, plant Spring

Coet the deck
ready...excterior spaces!

Spring skiing?  Meny-
be....

Vimeyard tastings wre
foen....discover ocal!

Did you know?

It Spring offe
serenity...an escape
from the city’s pn

Salt Sprina o the
local, or-
uvenating!

| .Estal;"ge

Yes, it’s Spring...at last!

On the great Pacific Nothwest
Coast we certainly did not suf
fer under the “polar vor-
tex"..the news that on Jan, 2nd
irwas colder in Winnipeg than
on Mirs was certainly surpris-
ingl..but it was cold (for us).
In February, we experienced a
snowfall that left us more like
Nanaimo...2+ feet on Wilkie
Way! Some people suffered
power outages,  Definirely not
our usually mild and some-

vy weather.  Finally,
March sidled m..a it like a
Lion, with a pincapple express
storm (wands, mulder, mm). At
last! The daylight savings tme
m place, guarantecing longer
daylight hours, the flowenng
forward of orchards, gardens,

the sunny days encour-
aging coffee stops on
decks & patios around
town, the organizing of
boats for the
“season’..all the signs
of a Gulf Islands Spnng
are happily in place.
Foxglove Nursery is
unpacking their plants & peo
ple are out prepping gardens,
So..get those windows washed,
Tet the sun sparkle into your
homes, ger the garden under
control after the windstorms,
& deelurter from thar pack-rat
tendency that Winter some-
fimes spawns.  Lean, ready,
welcoming,..there's a Spring
stance.

News

Spring. flowers forward to greet
wis...on specal Sale Spriwg Tnlawd!

Change...the mantra of the 21st Century.. ..

Well, it’s that Intemet brush,
of course, just rubbing through
& cither changing dramanically
or erasing what was the aceept-
ed stance.  Retail going online
brings challenges 1o local
stores. Real estare searches
change that prin urm thar
used to deliver.affecting news-

papers & those who work for
them. Accomodations groups
no longer rely on paper, either,
& web based searches, com-
plete wath paypal opuons,
mean direct ro owner business.
Sa, does that mean less
through the Visnor's Centre?
Fewer travelers m the past six

year ceonomic downtum has
affected B.C. Ferries bottom
ling, & they are choosing o
offer fewer scheduled runs/
raise fares.  Hmmm.. . not the
smartest thing 1o do as we sce
some upticking in toursm ac-
nviy?  Wharever we used 10
rely on, it's suddenly different
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Spring tuto Sum-
amer..ablih.. breathe beasty,

“A poor life this, if full
of care,

We have no tima t
stand and star

{W.H. Davies)

The Salish Sea ir culling
ey ... dayak on!

Li's Real Estate News

TS, . ..

B. €. Fernes is making a
strange decision, just as the
general tounsm market is im-
proving in the smaller commu-
nities (after a good six years of
inaction). They are cutting
scheduled runs/ rising fares.
They're also cutting free pas-
senger cost for seniors, Mon to
Thurs times, to only a half off
regular fare. Seems a very odd
decision, especnlly when the
nland ferries are free to users.
When the fernes first came
o being, they were seen as

Tourism...

Tounsm stats, ancedotal
though they may be, seemed o
say that i 2010/2011, visits to
Salt Spring were down around
40%. This was perhaps the
worst of the 6 years of eco-
nomic meltdowns.. staycations
may have been the resule. In
2012/13, visitors did start 1o
ckle back, although hoth

restaurants & accommaodations

Am enjoying acting as
| the Chamber presid
& am learning a lor
about the various sce-

tors that make up the
fabne of Salt Sprng;:
artists, teades, retail,
accommurdanons, health/
wellness, fmancial services

agncultural ophions, education,

Chamber of

part of the Highways system,
just like brdges. Cost of the
Duke Point to Tsswassan run
exactly matches the amount
the Ferries say they are losing,
Perhaps close off this roure
until things improve, economi-
cally? At a recent Tounsm
meeting, sponsored by govern
ment, the Fernes issue was not
addressed. Yer, there is a
ernse ship component here..if
tounsm is down, throughout
.., why not showease the
Salish Sea, i’s beaury & pro-

providers said that those com-
g were mainly dayinppers.
As things pradually improve,
Salt Spring & the Gulf Islands
will once more attract their
tourist activity, Many Vancou-
ver lsland venues are now of-
fering much of whar Salr
Spring thought they “owned”.

Items such as: farmers markets,

art exposinons & markets,

Commerce. . ..

recreational...the entire com-
munity is represented ar the
Chamber level. 1 often say o
people that if they provide an
tem or a service for sale, then
they are in business, A store-
front is only the obvious fice
of a business enterpnse. In
our Trust governance model,
an unincorporated entity, the

tected hoating waters, & offer
tounist trips on fernes? Could
work! Both Fernes & Vancou-
ver Island, Gulf Islands, &
Sunshine Coast regions could
strongly benefit. Check out

the Vancouver Sun's recap of
Fernes 1ssues (wntten by Ste-
phen Hume). Check our the
Fiseal Farness concept. So
important in this fragile recov
ery in the secondary home
regions that Forries is support-
we of & not detnimental to
ustainability.

vincyards, cheese makers,
awared WINNINg restaurants,
foodie oppormmnes (10K dier
wdea), ete. Important, then,
that the Islands remind people
of what they gain by coming 1o
u Gulf Tsland._a strong parnt of
this might be whar [ eall the
“serenity hatch”, The whole
coast is beaunful. We offer
more.  Call & discover!

Chamber also has an advocacy
role for its members. Asa
non-profit, any remunerition
from sponsored or supported
events just flows through 1o
those groups being gifted ae
that nme. A huge thank you
o the businesses that sponsor
some much loved events
(Canada Day, Sip & Savour).
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Market recovery signs?

1n lage Fall of 2013, a number
of enrry level residennal sales
took place.  This trend has
continued into carly 2014, 1
found March Break to be the
busiest such tmeline in about 6
years..still in that entry level
residential segment. Praces
certainly have reduced over the

past 6 years...some feel by as
much as 45% since 2006; oth
ers say 29% since carly 2000,
Pechaps it just depends on
your start date.  Sale volume 1
definitely up, & sigmificantly so,

in that entry level ressdential
caregory...same on Vancouver
Island & on Sunshine Coast, &
nte the B.C. Interior commu
mities. It does appear, then,
that the secondary home,/
discrenonary/ recreational mar-
ketplace is finally in recovery,
in our region,  Good news! |
always think that undeveloped
land sales mark an authentic
recovery. We may start to sce
that occur, as our real season
(May 1o October) gets under-
way,  Inventory is thinning out

in that entry level residential
caregory, which means people
may offer on raw land & con-

sider building that retrear. Ar

the moment, any property over G

one million remains sluggish &
owver two million is stll non-
existent. By July, these seg-
ments may also show activiry.
Cottages have not been active
either, but this pure recreation
al oprion may also see action
by Summer. We have become
avery seasonal marketplace in
the Gulf Islands, now,

Things to do & to enjoy on the Gulf Islands. . ..

Saturday Market, Canada Day
festivities, Round Salt Spring.
Sailing Race, Tuesday Marker,
Arts Festval, Wednesday Mar-
ket, Easter Arts Tour, hilang/
walking Ruckle Park, Burgoyne
Bay Park, Mill Farm Park, Mt
Maxwell Park. Wine astings
(Garry Oak Winery, Salt Spring
Vineyard, Mistaken Identry
Winery), cheese makers tast-

Unexcpected outcome of the internet search...choice!

The Internet search did open
up the entire world to every
other place in the world, as far
as a real estate search went.
Thus, someone from Europe,
the LLEK., the U5, Mexico,
Asia, Australia, etc., could
choose to visit/buy a propenty
on Salt Spring or on another

Gulf Tsland.  Suddenly that

ings (Salt Sprng Cheese &

garden tours, histoncal society
|

M k Cheese), [
produce, Studio Tours, ferry
trips 1o other Gulf Islands,
kayak & scooter rentals 1o ex-
plore Harbour & Island high
lights, ArtCraft in Mahon Flall,
AnSpring thearre, dance, mu-
sie, pallery events, award wan-
ning restaurants, Sip & Savour,
Fall Fair, farmpate dinners,

non-local buyer profile had
truly broadened out beyond
Alberta, Ontano, & California.
The ather side of that coin,
though, is that the same search
gives the potential buyer way
too many choices...suddenly
Salt Spring & the Gulf Islands
are in competition with Cali
formia, Hawan, Japan, & the

P , Salt Spring Forum
speakers, Ganges Gallery
openings, altemanve wellness
options (reiki? Spa?), indoor
pool schedule, golf, fantasne
Library, lve music (Tree
House, Harbour House,
Maoby's), floarplanc 30 min
flyovers, & so forth & so
on..your list, too?  Sharel

Cote d'Azur..possibly also
Montenegro & Spain & Tur-
key. Hmmm. In the last real
estate frenzy moment, the mar-
ket carried buyers past their
mistakes. Notnow, This
amount of cheice, coupled
with a concern about geting
“stuck™ m a non-liquid invest-
ment, means people take tme.
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Papr by my office, acrass
from Ganges Marina. ..

“Fall down seven times,

Get up eight”.

{ascribed to Buddha)

3 different fervies sermice
Natlt Spring nland, with

_year roand schedling.



Li Read at Sea to Sky Premier
ape‘rtlies (Salt Spring)

# 4 - 105 Rainbow Road, Saif Spring Inand, B.C, 173K 2175
cell P
e 2505374287

enmiatlt drresaed 3 3(etl gl covee

e

My affice i in the yellow character buslding at the comer of Lower
Ganger ¢ Raindow Roads , scross from the Cummger Murina,
Parking bebind of f Reimbom Road {sivde for yonr dog).

Www.liread.com

"See Li for Successful Solutions!”

= .
Www.liread.com

Successfiully conmecting buyers and sellers on Salt Spring &= the
Gulf slands, since 1989, 1 offer caring expertise..,your best inter-
eits are always mry motivation,  Strowg negotiating skills, anpearial-
leled Enomledge fof both iventory & of markel frends), & a desire
1o hedp your to find your dream property, no matter haw long it

tadkees...call me first, and discover the difference.

My marketing programs are a strongs part of whet 1 do to prake

that conneciion belween a seller @ a buyer.

sk rve aboiet this.

Lacal, national, international connections...it's fust good business in

this dnteresting 215t century moment.

18 stitd essential to fnterpwet Nalt Spring & the Galf Lslands, to

thet new seeker.,. ] love this avea & enjoy belping others to appreq-

atle il.

Call el liread3 3@emurlcom  cell: 250-537-7647

Hmnmm...s0 is it about stability in 20147

A slow recovery does seem to

AAbbb..the stedlar Canlf
slands imte you to enjoy!

be underway in all secondary

home real estate markers, &
globally so.  Spam, Greece,
Portugal, erc., are finding buy-
ers, too, Vancouver lsland, the
Sunshine Coast, B.OC. Intenior
hit Okanagan
“gnd™) are also secing uprick.
It remains, so far, in that entry
level residential category..3
bed /2 bath homes, hetween
$300,000 and $600,000, de
pending on location...easy 1o
rent options, then. Are these
investor-buyers or end-users?
Perhaps both? Undeveloped
Iand, cottage/ recreational
properties, higher end prced
residennial remam quier. Our
seasonality for same really falls

between May & October, so
thar bnskness over March
Break may yer show up in
these other categonies, 1t may
be that a safe haven seeking,
both personally & mvestment
wise, could be the dover o
action tight now. There is
desire for a property where one
can grow one's own food, be a
lirtle apart from mamstream
cities, though not be isolated
entirely, & be able to just calm
down & enjoy life a bit. Sounds
like a Gulf Tslands lifestvle o
mel More info?  Call me!
Your successful transaction 15
my moovanon, | work for
you, Expertise at your service.



	spring 2014 page 1
	spring 2014 page 2
	spring 2014 page 3
	spring 2014 page 4

